Wig-making and the manufacture of artificial limbs and eyes are useful and respectable callings, and, when properly pursued, require a good degree not only of mechanical skill, but also of artistic taste; and as well, almost, might the making of these be taught in the medical college as the making of sets of artificial teeth form part of the curriculum in a medical specialty. Tbe long association of operative with mechanical dentistry will make it somewhat more difficult, at first, to disconnect them in the minds of the public, than in practice, as separate callings; but no professional act would be so directly instrumental in accomplishing this result as to drop mechanical dentistry from the curriculum of our colleges, and save the time usually devoted to the teaching and practical work in the manufacturing and mounting of artificial teeth, and to other laboratory work, and employ it in giving broader and more comprehensive instruction in the science of medicine in these schools, or else, to incorporate them with the regular colleges of medicine by the establishment of appropriate chairs and infirmaries for clinical teaching.
Let dental mechanics be otherwise taught as a high mechanical art, and the calling fixed in the mind of the public as such, and, in a few years, a patient would as soon go to the maker of artificial legs for advice or treatment in conservative surgery, or regarding amputation, as to the dentican or dentificier, for advice or services in the saving of his natural teeth, or their extraction.
To drop the teaching of mechanical dentistry in private offices and in our With the development of this higher mission of our profession there will be no occasion for the spectacle of detitology, with the grimace and shuffle of the mendicant approaching the gates of the medical profession, and, with downcast eyes, begging a crumb of recognition. But with the accomplished separation of the two callings, heretofore combined in our practice, dentology, enriched by the experience and the special literature of the last half century, and the foundation of its practice laid exclusively in the science of medicine, rather than divided between that and a trade, the incongruity of the past will, in a few years, disappear. By deriving its nourishment from the body of which it is a branch, it will become more and more assimilated to the science and the practice of medicine, and, without demand or the asking, there will, both by the public and the medical faculty, be accorded, not to individual practitioners, but to the branch, a full and cordial recognition as a specialty in medicine, which will attract more generally to its ranks, as to an agreeable and useful field of labor, men of earnestness, ability, and culture, the peers of any in an honorable profession.
